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breeze, whereon, by the power of God, suddenly wings and
a beak, as well as claws, began to grow on his body.
Having thus been transmuted into an eagle, he attacked
and vanquished all the birds, whereon the news spread
in the country that such a beast had been created.
Bakhtanassar was then gradually changed into the forms
of various birds and animals during a period of seven
years. Let it not remain concealed that, although this
event may appear incomprehensible to the human under-
standing, it is not impossible to divine omnipotence.

During the just-mentioned time, Daniai acted as the
viceroy of Bakhtanassar's son, governed the subjects and
*he army of the realm, and restrained them from commit-
ting illicit acts. He also informed them of Bakhtanassar's
speedy return, and of his again shedding the rays of his
vision upon the administration of their affairs.

Wuhub Bin Muniah relates that Bakhtanassar at last,
returned to his house in the form of a gnat. When the
Omnipotent Inscrutable One again transmuted him to his
first form, he washed himself, and issued from his private
apartments with a drawn sword, assembled the office-
bearers, grandees, chiefs, subjects, and servants of the king-
dom, and addressed them as follows: ' Ere this we have
worshipped an inanimate mass, unable to help or to injure
us. Now I trust in divine omnipotence, and believe in
the God of the children of Esrail. Whoever of this people
will follow my example in this matter will be my friend, or
else I shall punish him with the sword. I give you one
day and night to consider, that you and your friends may
come to me with sincerity as believers and monotheiate.'
After these words he returned to his private apartments,
and during the same night surrendered his life to the
grasper of souls. As, however, the biography of Bakhta-
nassar is not related in the principal historical works with. '
these details and wonderful events, the tongue of the
writing-reed was under no apprehension of [being accused
of] prolixity.

It is also related by Wuhub Bin Muniah that, when the